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editors are to be congratulated on the relative lack of repetition. When it does occur, e.g. basic monitoring requirements in the OR, it only reinforces the differences between the child and adult. This is not a reference book but a very readable account of the current views of the eighteen authors on the most topical aspects of paediatric anaesthesia. Which is not to say that the very excellent tables included cannot be used for quick reference, but each chapter can be read quickly and easily without the fatigue that often comes with texts so full of information. For the spe'Yialist paediatric anaesthetist it provides a quick update of current thinking and even the organisation of forgotten information. For the sometime paediatric anaesthetist or the registrar it provides essential balanced information. The One particular theme that appears is the concept of pain and its safe relief in the neonate, expressing the view that small babies probably don't interpret noxious stimuli to the same extent as the child or adult with their more mature nervous systems. Chapters that deserve special mention are those dealing with Inhalational Agents in Paediatric Anesthesia (Berry), Neonatal Anaesthesia (Hatch & Sumner) and A More Scientific Approach to the Postoperative Period (Duncan).
